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The Maturing Neighborhood: Forest Heights --New School, commercial hub unite community By 
KATHY BROCK 
Forest Heights is growing up. Nearing the 17-year-mark, the 600-acre Northwest Portland neighborhood 
no longer rumbles constantly with construction activity. Trees are maturing, a school has opened and a 
commercial center is thriving. 
The area is unusual in several ways. Development restrictions have resulted in a virtual cornucopia of 
building styles --from contemporary to traditional --with no two homes looking precisely alike.  

Forest Heights includes about 200 acres set aside for common space, typically treed areas with 
spectacular nature views. There are more than seven miles of graveled walking trails. The Forest Heights 
Homeowners Association's paid staff makes sure everything is well-kept and running smoothly.  
Construction at Forest Heights began in 1989, albeit slowly. Now all the lots have been sold and most 
building is done. There are 1,980 homes in all, 700 of which are single-family houses.  
As of Oct. 10, there were 62 active listings in Forest Heights, ranging from a 1,080-square-foot condo for 
$224,900 to a 5,500-square-foot hilltop home for $1,489,000. The average list price in the neighborhood 
is $799,000.  
Developers originally thought the area would draw empty-nesters and couples, but buyers have been 
surprisingly more diverse, brokers say.  
"You're in a dense community, but all the greenspace makes it really special," said Lynn Marshall, a 
principal broker with Realty Trust Group Inc. who lives in Forest Heights. Her father, George Marshall, 
built dozens of the early homes at Forest Heights and also developed the project for many years following 
original developer Homer Williams.  
Unlike some other neighborhoods built in recent decades, Marshall designed Forest Heights to be 
architecturally varied. The Forest Heights Homeowners Association continues in that spirit with a 
professional architectural review committee that must approve all building plans --even requiring that 
adjacent homes be painted different colors.  
"Even though most (homes) were built in the '90s, it doesn't seem like it," said Lynn Marshall. "A lot of 
people have done really unique, custom homes. It's individual, and I think that's been a huge part of why 
it's aesthetically pleasing."  
Custom-home builder Dick Hartung has been working in Forest Heights for about eight years, and has 
watched the area mature. Building there has been a challenge at times, he said, in part because of the 
hilly lots.  
Elevations in the neighborhood have from a 500- to a 1,000-foot difference, according to Marshall.  
The strict architectural guidelines are also challenging, said Hartung, co-owner of LHL Homes.  
"It's hard from a builder standpoint," said Hartung, "but alternatively it really does protect the 
neighborhood."  
LHL Homes has built several luxury homes in the area, including a trio of newly built, traditional-style 
homes priced from $995,000 to $1.3 million. Each has four bedrooms; the largest is a 4,957-square-foot 
home at 9930 N.W. Upton Court featuring Brazilian cherry floors. It's listed with broker Nancy Gregg of 
Gregg Real Estate.  
Hartung notes that it took awhile for folks to realize the vision for the Forest Heights area.  
"It's not always been as popular --it started out pretty slow," said Hartung. "There's just a momentum that 
built. The grade school certainly helped."  
The commercial area of Forest Heights, which many contend is the glue that unites the neighborhood, 
has been operating for less than two years.  
In terms of maturity, said Hartung, Forest Heights is at least a teenager. "I think it's almost to drinking 
age," he quipped. There's no liquor store in the neighborhood, but it does have an even more popular 
attraction --coffee.  
The addition of a Starbucks at Forest Heights Village Center, along Miller Road, marked a sort of coming 
of age for the development. The coffee shop is joined by a handful of other service and food providers, 
including a spa and design center, a postal shop, dry cleaners and an upscale grocery, Quinn's Prime & 
Vine.  



Grocery proprietors David and Evelyn Quinn specialize in wines from small, local wineries; high-end 
meats; and gourmet goodies such as chipotle cheddar cheese from the Rogue Creamery and garlic-and-
herb butter from Kerrygold of Ireland.  
"This has really become a gathering place for the neighborhood," said David Quinn.  
That's particularly true on Thursday nights, when the store hosts wine tastings.  
Hilltop oasis  
Scott Hughes has lived in Forest Heights for seven years with his wife, Elaine, and more recently, their 
11-month-old daughter, Halle. They put their home up for sale only because they want to travel the world 
before Halle is school-age.  
"When you come in here, it's just like a little oasis," Scott Hughes said. "There's very diverse architecture. 
We hike the trails; the Mill Pond Park is great."  
Marshall of Realty Trust is listing the Hughes' 3,224-square-foot contemporary home at 1560 N.W. 
Benfield Drive for $775,000.  
Built in 1994, the three-bedroom, 2.5-bath home features maple floors and cabinetry, and a granite island 
in the kitchen. The house backs to greenspace and has three decks from which to drink in the view.  
"You can look out any window in our house and all you see is trees," Hughes said. "We get to see the 
sunset over the coastal mountains."  
Brokers say the appeal of Forest Heights is immediate once people visit.  
"It's got great curb appeal --the whole community," said Charles Turner, a broker with Prudential 
Northwest Properties who has sold several Forest Heights homes over the years and has watched the 
area develop. "There's no trash in the streets --ever," he said. "The landscaping always looks good."  
The neighborhood is generally upscale, but it has drawn a broad array of residents, said Turner, from 
retirees to singles and even large families.  
Turner currently has a listing for a corner-unit, four-bedroom, three-bath town home at 2438 N.W. Jean 
Lane. Built in 2001, it has a two-car garage and a small yard with a patio. Priced at $389,990, the house 
will be held open Sunday, October 15, from 1 to 4 p.m.  

Besides the high quality of the homes, Turner noted that some of the area's selling points include 
its proximity to downtown Portland and large west-side employers such as Intel and Nike. 

 


